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INTRODUCTION. 


T muſt be diſadvantageous, eſpecially to 


a new ſcheme, not to have it fully and 


virly ſtated to the public. If they are but 
J little acquainted with one part of a compli- 


| ated ſyſtem, how 1s it poſſible for them to 


; a judge aright either of the nature of the whole 


or the fitneſs of that part? It is not my de- 


I fon, in the preſent ſituation of this buſineſs, 


to communicate the method how this plan 


Js to be carried into effect, or how the 


monies are to ariſe to defray the expence; 


but to endeavour to ſhow what may and 


J can be done for the general good of the 


nation, as well as the particular advantage 
df every individual in the kingdom. It is 
not founded on theory alone, but from ex- 
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(4 ] 
perience in ſome of the different branches of 
this propoſed plan, every part of which is Wl ©” 
demonſtrative, and which I am abſolutely f 
certain can be done. 

No perſon has a right to ſay that any new 
| plan 1s impoſſible, unleſs he know the prin- 
ciples on which it is formed, and the manner 
of conducting it, and can prove the prin- 
ciples to be erroneous, or the conducting of | 
it impoſſible ; neither of which can be ſaid 
of this, as the whole ſecrets remain with 
myſelf, I never having communicated any Pe. 
part of them to any one, neither is it my WI © 
intention to do it, until I have the honour ; cut 
and happineſs of my requeſt being complied : 
with, which is only to have the conducting of 1 
the buſineſs, and to bar others from reaping the 
the benefit of my labours without my con- 


ſent, as mentioned in the propoſals. 


Finding 


DL iii J 

Finding ſome of the propoſals I had given 
amongſt my friends had been miſunderſtood, 
[ have been adyiſed to print them, and alſo 


to mention ſeveral things that may help to 
make the utility of it more evident, and 
likewiſe 1n hopes that ſome public-ſpirited 
perſon or perſons may now offer me their 
aſſiſtance in bringing forward a plan of ſuch 
magnitude and national advantage. 
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Unleſs the inventor of a new plan is per- 
mitted to conduct it, it will be in vain to ex- 
pect ſucceſs; no perſon, however clever, 


can carry another perſon's ſchemes into exe- 


cution ſo well as the inventor. 


My father, to whom I am indebted for 
the knowledge I have acquired of different 


improvements, ſchemed the improvement of 


the linen manufactures in Scotland, about 
ſeventy years ago, and was the firſt who 
A2 built 
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built a houſe for that purpoſe at Edinburgh, 


and to whoſe abilities, unwearied attention, 


and perſeverance, the nation are indebted 


for ſo uſeful, permanent, and profitable a ö 


branch of manufacture and commerce, which 


has brought in ſo many millions to the coun. 


try. 


Perhaps ſome of my readers may object 
to part of my propoſals in their preſent 4 
ſlate ; but when the whole is laid open, 1 Þ 
am perſuaded they will be approved of, as 
popularity and public utility are the chief 4 


principles on which they are founded. 


The inventor of any improvement has an 1 
undoubted right to profit by it, and the law 
has provided a ſecurity for that purpoſe, by 
giving the ſole and exciuſive right for a term [ 
of years, which I lately availed myſelf of, by | 
obtaining a patent for an improvement in 
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candles, by which invention the public now 


have candles that give a better light with leſs 
ſmoke than other candles, which look neat, 
ind burn pleaſantly, not being apt to ſpark, 
putter, or flare, Though they are a ſmall 
matter higher in price, yet, when their real 
merit 1s conſidered in every point of view, 
which is in the power of all to do by mak- 
ing a comparative trial of the luminators or 
patent candles with thoſe now in uſe, they 
will find one elliptical candle gives a better 
light and leſs ſmoke than two round ones 
of the ſame ſize, and that round ones of the 
ame invention with one wick will laſt about 
a third longer than other candles, beſides 
burning ſteady, and having the appearance 
of wax; there are alſo ſmall ones for the 
night, which are preferable to ruſh-lights, 
as they bear to be ſnuffed, or carried 


about. 


Luminators 


„ „ 2 


I vas fully convinced of the invention being 


1 

Luminators, or patent candles, are likewiſe 
made of wax and ſpermaceti on the ſame 
improved principle. Simple and ſelf-evident 
as this improvement is, yet it met with great 
oppoſition from many tallow-chandlerg, 


whoſe objections to it were ſelfiſh and ab- 
ſurd. 


Some of my agents who firſt made them 
ſpoiled them in the making, from their in- 
attention, or fault of their ſervants, which 


juſtly occaſioned complaints. However, as 


founded on good principles, though I never 
pretended to any knowledge of the making 
of candles, I continued to perſevere in the 
purſuit of better agents, and have been ſo 
fortunate as to find ſeveral, who have en- 
tered into it with ſpirit, and make them to 
give univerſal ſatisfaction. I doubt not of 


its being in time very general over the coun- 
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try: they only need to be known to recom- 


mend themſelves. 


As I deſign to appoint more agents over 
the kingdom in ſuch a way as not to interfere 
with each other, and at the ſame time have 
the public conveniently ſupplied with patent 
candles, thoſe who incline to become agents 
may apply perſonally, or by letter, poſt-paid, 
o Mr. Richardſon, No. 12, Panton-{quare, 
London, However, I muſt requeſt that 
none will give themſelves that trouble but 
ſuch as have ſpirit enough to go into a new 
thing, and whoſe character, &c. will bear 
enquiry. 

The luminators, or patent candles, are 


ſold by the following agents: 


Mr. Heath, Market-ſtreet, Newport-market, London. 
Mefirs. Marſh and Witchurch, Saliſbury. 

Mr. Bridges, Holwell-road, Briſtol. 

Mr. Clark, Radclifi-ſtreet, Briſtol. 

Mr. Boley, Peter-ſtreet, Briſtol. 
Mr. Coles, Northgate-ſtreet, Bath. 
Mr. Lomer, Southampton. 


Mr. St. Barbe, Lymington. 
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Mr. Broadfoot, Honiton. 

Mr. Shortridge, Broad-ſtreet, Worceſter. 
Mr. Valter, ier, ; 

Mr. Greatrex, Bull-ſtreet, Birmingham. 
Mr. Cauldwell, Bull-ſtreet, Birmingham. 
Mr. Whittem, Weſt-orchard, Coventry. 
Mr. Barnſley, Rotheram. 

Mr. Cocks, — Hull. 

Mr. Peter Berry and Co. Mancheſter. 


The wax and ſpermaceti luminators, by 
Mr. Barrett, in the Hay- market, wax-chand- 
ler to his Majeſty; Mr. Bick, wax-chandler, 
in Manſion-houſe-ſtreet, London; alſo by 
Mr. Bell, wax-chandler, Hull, and all my 


other agents. 
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. DoN AL DSON's Propoſal for a new Branch 
7, Revenue, that will be popular and pro- 
duct ive, extend the Trade and Commerce of 


the Nation, and be advantageous to Govern- 


ment without Expence, or laying any new 
Tax on the People. 


H. propoſes to find employment for | 


convicts, vagrants, and other idle and dif- 
orderly people, whether old or young, and 


cf either ſex. 


» 


II. To put the fiſheries on -a ſolid and 


aſting foundation. 
III. To put an end to ſmuggling. 


IV. To prevent houſe-breaking, and all 


other acts of violence and depredation. 
B V. To 


3 
V. To ſupply the navy on any emergency 
with many thouſands of able ſeamen with- 


+ LY 


out preſſing. 


VI. To prevent the emigration of manu- 
facturers and others, by making it their in- 
tereſt to remain 1n this country, 


VII. By theſe arid other popular means 
to increaſe the revenue, proſperity, and 
happineſs of the nation, without laying any 
additional tax on the people, without mak- 


. Ing the penal laws more ſevere, or putting 


government to any expence. Lear 


All perſons, of whatever deſcription, will ¶ the 
be enabled to follow their lawful buſineſs or MY tis | 
amuſement in ſafety, and ſleep in ſecurity, MI rate 
their perſons and property being protected. fifth 
The wealth and ſtrength of a nation being ual 
generally allowed to conſiſt in the number part: 
and | 


& | 
and induſtry of its inhabitants, the finding 


— — ͥͤ — — — — — — 
— — — — — 


employment for them muſt produce this 
effect. 


A 
f Mr. Donaldſon is ſo confident of his plan 
1 being ſucceſsful, that he does not deſire any 
oer reward than to be empowered to con- 
duct it, and ſecured in a ſmall ſhare of the 


profits for forty years. In caſe the whole 


of his plan is adopted, he is to retain one 
tenth part of the profits as a conſideration 
for the utility of his plan for the firſt twenty 
years, and he will be ſatisfied with one half 
of the above profits, that is, five per cent. for 
the other twenty years. If only a part of 
his plan is adopted, he 1s to receive at the 
rate of double the above profits, that is, one 
hfth for the firſt twenty years, and one 
tenth for the other twenty years. An an- 
nual account to be made out and laid before 


parliament, and the public ſhare of profits 
B 2 will 
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will be at their diſpoſal. In caſe of Mb 
Donaldſon's death, the plan ftill to go on ne 
under the direction of thoſe gentlemen he prin 
had aſſiſting him at the time (who are neye F ner 
to be ſuperſeded but for a fault in office) : mak 
like a partnerſhip trade carried on for thei buſi 
benefit of the deceaſed's heirs, &c : at thei ſort? 
end of forty years the whole to be at the iy 
diſpoſal of government. It will then form ; J com 
a productive branch of revenue, as diſtin : ſubſ 
from all the reſt as the Cuſtoms, Exciſe, E with 
Stamp, and Poſt- office are from each other; ; the 
beſides, it will be popular. : were 
be 

Mr. Donaldſon humbly hopes that the I cave 
ſecurity he requires will be given him, as . of al 
the nation have much to receive, and no- the 
thing to loſe, if the plan is adopted. How- 4 tom 
ever myſterious it may appear at farſt ſight, | and 
it is as clear to himſelf as any propoſition | man 
in Euclid, and he cannot doubt of its being but 


. 
ſo 4 
5 
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. 


ſo to others when explained; which he 


WJ neans to do by printing and publiſhing the 
MJ principles on which it is formed, the man- 
er of conducting it, with the reaſons which 

WT nake him ſo confident of ſucceſs in this 
MJ tufineſs, which he has been ſtudying theſe 
W forty years, and was firſt led to think of 
by ſeeing the books of the great fiſhing 
company in 1720, when two millions were 
ſubſcribed for carrying it on ; which books, 
um the original articles of partnerſhip, and 
the ſignatures of the nobility, gentry, &c. 
were all left with his father, who was one of 
the principal managers, and who not only 
rave him the books, but alſo a full account 
of all their ſchemes and tranſactions, with 
the cauſe of their diſſolution. He hopes to 
compriſe the whole in one volume octavo; 
and all who read it will not only ſee the 
many advantages of this' plan fairly ſtated, 
but alſo the poſſibility of its being carried 

B 3 into 


(6) 
into effect in a new way, and the neceſſity 
of publiſhing the whole, as no partial com- 
munication can give a proper idea of it: but 
he is obliged to delay this work till he has | 
ſuch a ſecurity as Sir Archibald Macdonald, 
Mr. Erſkine, and Mr, Richardſon ſhall ap- 
prove, ſo that neither himſelf or his heirs, 
&c. may be deprived of any part of the 
management, or the ſmall ſhare of the pro- 
fits propoſed in his plan. When he has the 
honour to receive this, he will immediately f 
ſet about printing the book, which will ſhow 
that an act of parliament will be neceſſary 
to empower him to proceed in this affair; | 
ſo that it will lie entirely with the Miniſter 
to adopt all or any part of this plan as he 
ſhall think proper. The only advantage that 
Mr. Donaldſon means to receive from the 
| ſecurity requeſted, is to bar others from 
reaping the benefit of his labours without | 


his conſent : the powers he wants are only | 


for 


679 
for a limited time, and ſuch as are neceſſary 


for every perſon to have who propoſes to 
introduce a new branch of buſineſs, or re- 


venue, 


This plan is ſingular, in offering not only 
to the nation at large, but to every indivi- 
dual, many deſirable benefits, and without 
a new tax exhibiting a new branch of 


revenue, 


In caſe it ſhould not be thought a proper 
time to go into this propoſal of printing the 
book, Mr. Donaldſon will give in a plan for 
an improvement of ſeveral branches of the 
preſent revenue, without laying any addi- 
tional tax or duty, provided he is ſecured in 
the conducting of that plan, and in a ſhare 
of the increaſe of the duty, in a proportion 
ſimilar to that which Mr. Palmer enjoys 


from his improvements in the Poſt- office. 
B 4 N. B. Some 
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( 4 
N. B. Some copies of the above propoſals 
were given amongſt my friends, but from 
their heing miſunderſtood they are now 


printed with the following additions, 
* e | | | 


IF my propoſal was of that nature that I 
could carry it on independent of govern- 
ment, I ſhould have taken out a patent ſome 
years ago; but as I cannot do it without the 


aſſiſtance of adminiſtration, neither can ad- 


miniſtration do it without me, I thought, 


by making an offer of giving government 


ſo large a ſhare of the profitsz it would ſhow 


that the love of money was not the chief | 


thing I had in view, as appears by the fol- 
lowing ſtate. Suppoſe I had a patent ac- 
cording to the following draft, which is 
the common tcnour of all petitions for 


patents: 


To 


32 


To the KING's moſt Excellent MajzsTy. 


The Humble Petition of 
JohN DoNnaALDsoN, 
Eſquire, 


Sheweth, 

THAT your Majeſty's petitioner has, 
with great expence, and after more than 
forty years ſtudy and labour, found out 
and invented a method of employing con- 
victs, vagrants, and other idle and diſorderly 
people, whether old or young, and of 
either ſex: To put the fiſheries on a ſolid 
and laſting foundation: To put an end to 
ſmuggling: To prevent houſe-breaking, 
and all other acts of violence and depreda- 
tion: To ſupply the navy on any emer- 
gency with many thouſands of able ſeamen 
without preſſing: To make it the intereſt 
of the manufacturers and others to ſtay at 
home, By theſe and other popular means 


to 
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for the full, ſole, and excluſive privilege of I 
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610 
to increaſe the revenue, proſperity, and 
happineſs of the nation, without laying any 
additional tax on the people, without mak. 
ing the penal laws more ſevere, or putting 


government to any expence. 


That your petitioner being anxious to 
preſerve to himſelf the benefit of the ſaid 
invention, moſt humbly prays your Majeſty 
that you will be graciouſly pleaſed to grant 
your royal letters patent to the petitioner, 
his executors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, j 
1 
uſing and exerciſing the ſaid invention 
within your Majeſty's kingdom of Great f 
Britain, for the ſpace of fourteen years, or f 


for ſuch other ſpace, and for ſuch terms as 


to your Majeſty may ſeem proper: And ; F : 
your petitioner ſhall ever pray. 81 
as 

Suppoſing this patent produced 10001. a St 

all 


year, and at the end of the patent, which is | 
| 7 11 


"> 


2 ͤ On os 


( 1 ) 
14 years, I ſhould have got in all 14,000]. 


and government, or none elſe, got any thing, 
by the offer I have made, the firſt term of 


20 years, at 1000 l. is — (L. 20,000 
The 2d term of 20 years will 


yield at leaſt double, or — FL. 40,000 


Total profits for 40 years . 60,000 


Deduct 10 per cent. for 
the firſt 20 years . 2, ooo 


Deduct x5 per cent. for 


the ſecond 20 years J. 2,000 


L. 4,000 
There would remain of balance 
to government — L. 56, ooo 


and proportionably for any other ſum : 


For which they advance no money, only 


giving their aid, countenance, and protection, 
as they now do to the Cuſtoms, Exciſe, 


Stamps, or Poſt-office ; while I, who have 


all the trouble of ſcheming and conducting 
this 
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1.4 
this infant buſineſs, have not one third part 
of a patentee's profit. Some of my friends 
thought I ſhould do enough if I were to 
divide the profits with government; which 
advice I would have followed in my propoſals, 
did I not expect it to be ſo very productive, 
that, in another century, it will not be in- 
ferior to the preſent revenue of the Poſt- 
office; beſides anſwering all the other bene- 
volent purpoſes of the plan ſo completely, 
as to enable government to take off, or at 


leaſt to leſſen, ſome of the taxes which are 


moſt oppreſſive to the poor. 


By comparing my propoſals with the 
above ſketch of a patent, I humbly hope it 
appears evident that my requeſt is reaſon- 
able, and ſomething ſimilar to what is done 
in the petition for patents, which makes no 
diſcovery of the ſecrets or myſteries of the 


inyention ; but the patent, when granted, 


obliges the patentee to give in a ſpecihcation+- | 


of 


C48: 

of the whole invention. Following the ſame 
method as near as poſhble, I agree to give 
in a full and particular account of the whole 
plan for the Miniſter's approbation; but 
when publiſhed, I ſhould not be put in a 
worſe ſituation than in the caſe of patents 
when the petition is rejected, which is ſome- 
times the caſe, 

Suppoſing the worſt, that the Miniſter, 
when he ſees the plan fully explained, de- 
clines to make trial of it, yet the public 
would be in poſſeſſion of the whole myſtery 
whenever they thought it worthy their atten- 
tion, Miniſters may change their mind, or 
they may have ſucceſſors who wiſh to make 
the experiment ; and thoſe I leave it to, in 
caſe of my death, will be ready to treat 
with him, as they are to be benefited by it for 
forty years after it is adopted. On my re- 
ceiving the ſecurity required, I would in- 


ſtruct ſome friends in this buſineſs, who are 


younger and better able to carry it on than 
myſelf, 


( 14 ) 
myſelf, who would be encouraged by the 
. inſtance of the preſent Miniſters adopting 
the plan for the conſolidation of the cuſtoms, 
which was given in about fifty years ago to 
Sir Robert Walpole, by the late George 
Drummond, Eſq. of Edinburgh, and was 
then thought impracticable, but is now 


juſtly deemed a wiſe meaſure. 


It may be objected that this ſcheme con- 
ſiſts of ſo many different parts, that it will 
be impoſſible for them to anſwer, there be- 
ing no affinity in their nature: for inſtance, 
what connection is there between convicts 
and fiſhing, or the parallel roads and pre- 
venting houſe- breaking, &c.? No proper 
anſwer can be given to theſe or any other : 
objections to the ſecrets or myſteries of 3 
this plan, till once they are printed and 
fully explained, with my reaſons for ſo do- 


ing; and, when the whole is fairly and 
candidly 


„ 

candidly conſidered, it will appear an eli- 
rible ſcheme, and much for the advantage 
of the nation as well as the revenue, 


The chief cauſe of people being againſt 
new things is owing to their forming a 
judgment upon what they are not fully ac- 


© quainted with; but when they are better 
informed, or after trial, they ſee their error. 


A convincing proof of this we have in 
the Spinning Mills, which were for years 
thought a fooliſh ſcheme, to lay out ſuch 
large ſums in buildings and machinery, when 
the preſent mode was ſo cheap and conve- 
nient; yet the advantages are now ſo evident 


that none can doubt of them, and I am conh- 


dent it will be ſo with my plan when I have 
1 fair hearing. 
+ Some have objected to my requeſt, being 
t for 
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(16) 
for a period of forty years, when the com. 
mon term of a patent is only fourteen, To 
this I beg leave to anſwer, That the fourteen 
years has been found too ſhort a term. Since 
the time of granting patents, the author of 
any book has a right for fourteen years, and 


eventually to another fourteen, in all twenty- 


eight years; and the engraver of a print 


to twenty-one years; and, in ſome in- 


ſtances, the parliament have extended the 


patent right beyond the fourteen years, 


When theſe facts are conſidered, I hope 


my requeſt will appear reaſonable ; more 


eſpecially as I do not even then reap the 
ſame advantage as of a patent, where the 
patentee has the whole of the profits. But 
here the public have the greateſt benefit; 
for, beſides the annual advantages, they are 
ultimately put in poſſeſſion of the whole for 
ever. Were it a patent, I, or my heirs, &c. 


would have an equal right with any other 
6 of 
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of his Majeſty's ſubjects to carry it on; . 0 
and, being in poſſeſſion of the trade ſo long 


_— —ͤ— 


| 

> | 
before the patent- right expired, they would | 
ſtill have a great advantage over all others, . 


— —=— A ä —— — - 


— —  _ 
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and, with proper management, retain their 


ſuperiority for many years. I can, if neceſ- 


— 
— — 


— — 
— — — — — — — 


— — — 
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ary, produce ſeveral inſtances of it. 


—— —⅛— — 
—— —ů — 
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All ſeem to agree that I ought to have the | 
ſole management for life ; but ſome have | 


faid that my ſucceſſors may not be qualified il 


for it, and therefore it would be wrong to If 


give them a power which perhaps they 


might abuſe, In anſwer to this, I would be 1 
at pains to inſtruct them in every myſtery 
of it; beſides it would be for their intereſt 


to have it properly conducted in every re- 


ſpect. However, they muſt not be con- - | | | 


— 


tinued in the management longer than they 


act right, and always ſubject to the controul 


E New 


1 
of the Britiſh parliament. | | | 
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New ſchemes have been very differently Wl '* 
introduced. In the year 1621, Sir Giles WM "© 
Montpeſſon and Sir Francis Michel had ſe 
a power to grant licences to public-houſes 
for their own emolument. | 

mi 

The late Ralph Allen, Eſq. who planned 
the croſs-poſts, farmed them for ſeveral th 
years. Both theſe are now conſiderable tr 
branches of revenue. art 

ne 

If we look into the progreſſive increaſe of 
ſome taxes, they ſeem incredible. Who would 
ſuppoſe that ſo large a revenue could ariſe in 

from tobacco, when there are millions in this * 
country who never uſe it? Sure, every hint by 
for the advantage of the nation ſhould be ” 
attended to, and all ſchemes have a fair N pa 


hearing. 


I, To find employment for convicts, : 


vagrants, W 


( 19 ) 
vagrants, and other idle and diſorderly 
people, whether old or young, and of either 


ſex. 


As it would be impoſſible to find employ- 
ment for all idle and diſorderly people in any 
one buſineſs, I have many ways to give 
them full employment, and at the ſame 
time not interfere with the induſtrious, who 


are at preſent capable of doing all the buſi- 
neſs of their different profeſſions. _ 


In the firſt place, T propoſe to improve 
the inland navigation, ſo as not to hurt the 
coaſting trade, that nurſery for ſeamen ; 
but chiefly for carrying of coal, lime, dung, 
and other heavy articles, into the interior 
parts of the country, for the purpoſes of 
agriculture, &c.: and thoſe heavy articles 


being conveyed by water, the roads will be 
C 2 leſs 
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leſs hurt, and the paſſengers not incom- 
moded. 


2ndly, As many towns, villages, and lands 
are at preſent very badly ſupplied with water, 
either for themſelves or cattle, eſpecially in 
dry ſeaſons, I propoſe to give them a plenti- 


ful ſupply ; and in time it would be a pro- 


ductive branch of revenue, beſides affording 


employment for many people. 


zrdly, I propoſe to make ſtraight roads 


through Great Britain in a new way. In 


place of one broad road, to have two narrow | 


ones, with a foot-path on each fide, to run 


parallel through the country. That all car- ; 


* 
. ne 9 es | SI 5 
nd n «x ** 1 


* 
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riages and horſes, &c. go one way and re- 


turn the other, and the foot paſſengers to | 
obſerve the ſame rule; ſo that all who | 


| chooſe to travel on buſineſs or amuſement, 
may | 


( nr ) 
may go from the one end of the road to the 


other, and alſo return, without meeting any 
obſtruction whatever; and if they are not 
inclined to ride or drive ſo faſt as thoſe be- 
hind them, it is only drawing to one ſide to 
let them paſs. This will be very agreeable 
to all travellers, but particularly to the ladies 
who ride on horſeback for an airing. It is 
only going out the diſtance they incline, 
and then turning into the other road, and ſo 
return in ſafety and comfort. It will en- 
iirely prevent all the ſhocking accidents that 
lo frequently happen, by horſes and carriages 
running againſt each another; and be a 


check to highway and footpad robberies. 


The marching regiments, and thoſe who 
walk, will have a commodious footway, and 
no perſon to meet them ; as thoſe who go 


the contrary way will be on the other 
C 3 foot- 


( 


foot- path, having two great roads between 
them. 


I would propoſe to make thoſe roads as 
ſtraight as poſſible, without regard to the 
preſent roads, bridges, &c. For inſtance, 
if a road were made from London to Edin- 
burgh in a direct line, I believe it would be 


r 
found to be about ſeventy miles ſhorter, or 
330 miles in all. Several new inns will be - 
needed, in building of which attention will : n 
be paid to the ſhortening of long ſtages, ſo 7 8 
as to make them as near to ten miles each as W 
poſſible. It will be neceſſary to make im- 
provements in the inns; and particularly ; le 


at the turnpike gates, where proper people ; 
will be always ready to aſſiſt travellers of 
all deſcriptions who make their complaints | 
there, and deliver them out of the hands of | 


inſolent or drunken drivers. 


1 N 


R By 


£4. 0 


en 


* + r 4 | 


( 23 ) 
As the people pay cheerfully for any 
thing that is of advantage to them, a con- 
ſiderable revenue may be expected from 
thoſe parallel roads and the inns, which it 
is humbly propoſed ſhould be the property 


of government. 


The roads will not only be made of better 
materials than are commonly uſed, but alfo 
kept in good repair ; the bridges wide, with 
foot-paths on each ſide : the roads being 
made level, and the ſtages ſhort, will be a 
great ſaving of horſes, 


By the roads being ſtraight there will be 
leſs road to make, and leſs'to keep up ; and, 
by having good foot-paths, the farmers will 
not be troubled with paſſengers getting into 
their fields. There will be no neceſlity for 
the mail-coaches leaving London before 
12 o'clock at night, ſo that there will be 

C4 plenty 
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plenty of time to anſwer letters, and the 
paſſengers have four hours leſs travelling 


in the dark, more time for refreſhment, and 


will not be ſo liable to meet with inter- 


ruptions and accidents on their ſetting out. 


Theſe rough outlines of the inland navi- 
gation, ſupplying cities, &c. with water, 
and the parallel roads, I only mention to 
give ſome faint idea of my plan. But any 


abſtract or partial communication of a new 


plan cannot be ſo well underſtood as ſeeing 


it connected with the whole. It is impoſ- 
ſible to mention any thing but what may 
be objected to; yet I truſt when my ſcheme 


is printed it will have more advocates than 


enemies. 


Though the parallel roads, &c. will take 


many years to complete, yet ſome other 


parts of the plan may very ſoon be carried 
| into 


( 25 ) 


into effect; particularly increaſing ſome of 


the branches of the preſent revenue, without 
the farther extenſion of the Exciſe laws, 
preventing houſe-breaking, robberies, &c. 
and eſtabliſhing the fiſheries. 


Though I have only mentioned the road 
from London to Edinburgh, becauſe it is a 
great diſtance, and by which the two capi- 
tal cities would be brought about ſeventy 
miles nearer together, yet ſimilar advan- 
tages would ariſe from the making of 
parallel roads to other places of the king- 
dom. In this way travelling will be ren- 
dered not only ſafe, pleaſant, expeditious, 
and commodious, but free from robbery ; 
as it would be impoſſible for any perſon to 
commit any act of depredation on theſe 
roads without immediate detection. 


I am aware that it may be objected that 
the 


a 
the parallel roads will take up too much 
ground: but when the plan is printed, 
with tke reaſons for theſe improvements, I 
truſt they will far outweigh any objection 
that can be brought againſt them. How. 
ever, if I ſhould be miſtaken, that or any 
other part of the plan can be left out that is 


not approved of, 


Beſides making the parallel roads, canals, 
and eſtabliſhing the fiſhing, I propoſe to em- 
ploy many people in proſecuting the further 
Improvement of our agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and commerce. Though theſe havebeen 
much improved witſiin theſe few years, yet 
they are capable of far greater improvement: 
with a view to this, I would humbly propoſe 
to give great encouragement to all ingenious 
people; as there are many who have much 
knowledge in their heads, and not one ſnil- 


ling in their pockets, All who have any thing 
of 
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of public utility to propoſe would be imme- 
diately aſſiſted with money, and proper con- 
veniences, to make a fair trial; and if it be 
found to anſwer, they ſhould have every 


further aſſiſtance neceſſary for carrying it 
on. In this way new branches of buſineſs 


will be introduced, and additional employ- 
ment provided for an increaſing people, and 
no kind of uſeful invention loſt or kept 


back. 


Thoſe methods already mentioned for em- 
ploying idle people more particularly reſpe& 
the men: but I have many ways of employ- 
ing women profitably, which ſhall be fully 
ſtated when the whole plan is printed. 


From what trial I have made of new 
things, I am certain it would be better for 


the country to be at the expence, than to 


let it fall on individuals, as is frequently the 


caſe. 
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caſe. I was at a good deal of trouble and ex- 
pence in bringing flax-ſced from Egypt, and 
I believe the only perſon in this country who 
ever did it: my other engagements at the 
time put it out of my power to give it a 
fair trial, which obliged me to leave it to 
the care of others. It happened to be, in 
general, a bad ſeaſon for flax, ſo that it did 
not anſwer ; but it was the beſt flax-ſeed I 
ever ſaw, and think it would be worth 
while to try it again. Many other things 
might be tried with much advantage to 
the nation. 


Though every improvement is of national 
benefit, yet they ultimately tend more to the 
advantage of the landed than the mercantile 
intereſt ; beſides, the landed man is under a 
neceſſity of remaining in this country : if he 
were to ſell his lands, and retire to another 
kingdom, he would loſe his conſequence ; 

but 
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but if a merchant, manufacturer, or tradeſ- 
man, carry off his property to another coun- 
try, he will be kindly received, as by the 
addition of his property and future induſtry 
he increaſes their wealth. 


I therefore hope that all proprietors of 
lands will fee it their intereſt to promote 
every ſcheme of national improvement, and, 
by making this country the moſt comfort- 
able place in the world to live in, keep all 


its inhabitants at home. 


It is high time that ſomething was done for 
therelief of thelowerclaſsof people, whopay 
more taxes in proportion than the rich. If we 
cannot bring this country nearer to the ſun, 
we have it in our power to give them a plen- 
tiful ſupply of coal, and at a reaſonable 
price; and to make good foot-paths at the 


lides of the great roads, which in bad wea- 
ther 


6309 
ther are almoſt impaſſable for people on foot, 
every ſtep they take being over the ſhoe. 
I hope, when this is conſidered, the Houſe of 
Commons will make a reſolution to receive 
no bill for making or repairing a turnpike 
road but what contains a clauſe for making 
and keeping in good repair a foot-path 
feet wide: when this is done, I believe the 
ſtage-coaches will not be overloaded with 


outſide paſſengers. 


Without good roads, navigable canals, and 
a plentiful ſupply of water, the cultivation of 
lands muſt go ſlowly on. In ſome places the 
expence of doing any of theſe three would be 


more to individuals than would be prudent { 
for them to lay out. As there is nothing that n 
money can do but may be done by the Britiſh t 
| nation, though it will be attended with ex- c; 
pence, yet not by any new tax, as thoſe p 


who are propoſed to do the work will be 
4 clothed 


1 
clothed and fed with our manufactures 
and produce, not one ſhilling of it will go 


out of the country, and the idle people be 
thus profitably employed. Before the roads 
are begun, the ground ſhould be ſurveyed 
and meaſured, an eſtimate of the expence 
made out, and, on weighing the advantages 
with the expence, it would ſoon appear 
whether it ought to be gone into or not, 


II. To put the fiſheries on a ſolid and 
laſting foundation. 


In order to accompliſh this, I propoſe, 
amongſt many other things, to have a large 
ſtock of ſalt, caſks, and other materials and 
neceſſaries, ready for the adventurers at all 
times, and upon ſuch advantageous terms as 
cannot fail to be acceptable; alſo to provide 
proper remedies for the preſent diſſiculties to 
which they are now ſubject. And clearly to 


thow that, by following up this plan, the 
fiſheries 


fiſheries may be perfectly eſtabliſhed over 


11 


the whole kingdom, and that thoſe con- 
cerned in them will find it profitable, I ſhall 
here take the liberty to add the gth Article 
of the agreement made in 1720, with an 
abſtract of the liſt of partners of the great 
fiſhing company alluded to in my propoſals, 


ART. 9. © That no copartner that now 
is, or ſhall be hereafter aſſumed, ſhall be 
bound for a greater ſum towards the uſe 


of the copartnery than three thouſand 


pounds ſterling, or for a leſſer than one 


hundred pounds ſterling, and that one hun- 
dred pounds ſhall be deemed and called one 
ſhare in the copartnerſhip ; and that no co- 
partner ſhall be capable of enjoying or hold- 
ing any greater ſhare in the copartnerſhip 
than what may correſpond to the ſum of 


three thouſand pounds; and that no co- 


partner ſhall be capable to be choſen a ma- 


nager who ſhall not be veſted in the right of | 
ten 


3 


ten ſhares, or one thouſand pounds in the 
copartnerſhip ſtock.” 


Amongſt the ſubſcribers were the dukes 
of Argyle, Athol, Chandos, Hamilton, Mon- 
troſe, Queenſbury and Dover, and Roxburgh; 
the marquiſes of Annandale, Carnarvan, Lo- 
thian and Tweeddale ; the earls of Bute, 
Caithneſs, Dalkeith, Findlater, Glaſgow, 
Galloway, Hadington, Hopeton, Hynd- 
ford, Ilay, Kintore, Lauderdale, Loudon, 
Rothes, Rutherglen, Stair, Strathmore, 
Sutherland, Weemyſs and Wigton ; alſo 
lord viſcount Garnock, lord Henry Bridges, 
lord Johnſton, Alexander lord Polworth, 
James lord Torphichen, lord Lovat, lord 
Elibank, lord Forreſter, lord Blantyre, 
Richard lord Irving, George lord Rac; the 
lord Preſident, eight lords of ſeſſion; Mr. 


Dundas, then lord advocate, and father of 


the preſent treaſurerof the navy: and amongſt 
D the 
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the ladies, the ducheſs of Argyle, counteſ; 
of Forfar and counteſs of Hyndford, who 
all ſubſcribed three thouſand pounds each; 
the counteſs of Roxburgh one thouſand 
pounds, and lady Sophia Hope fifteen hun- 
dred pounds; lord John Leſlie, Charles 
Maſter of Cathcart, Charles lord Bining, 
lord David Hay, and lord William Hay, 
ſubſcribed two thouſand five hundred pounds 
each ; the earl of Dalhouſic, earl of Roſe. 
berry, lord Alexander Hay, lord George | 
Douglas, lord William Johnſton, lord | 
George Johnſton, lord James Murray, 
John lord Carmichael, lord Hope, lord 
Garlis, Alexander lord Salton, lord Deſk- | 
ford, fir John Anſtruther of that Ilk, fir 
Robert Dalrymple, advocate, fir William 
Gordon of Inver-Gordon, fir Robert Sin- 
clair of Longformachus, ſir John Inglis of 
Cramond, fir William Johnſtone of Weſter- 


hall, fir Richard Steele, fir Gilbert Elliot of 
Minto, 


CW 3 
Minto, John Baird of Newbaith, Mr. Ro- 
bert Craigie, advocate, Mr. Duncan Forbes, 
advocate (theſe two laſt were afterwards 
lord - preſident of the Court of Seſſion), 
John: Forbes of Culloden, Mungo Græme 
of Gorthy, colonel Francis Charteris, Patrick 
Haldane, eſq. Mungo Haldane, member of 
parliament, the laird of Ulbſter, fir Alex- 
ander Cairns, fir James Livingſton, fir 
James Hall, and fir David Hamilton, Mr. 
Wedderburn, grandfather to lord Lough- 
borough, with many others, two thouſand 
pounds each ; beſides thoſe, ſeveral who 
were in Edinburgh at the time the ſubſcrip- 
tion was open, ſubſcribed for themſelves and 
friends, by giving in a liſt of them. The 
earl of Glaſgow's liſt ſtands thus: David 
earl of Glaſgow three thouſand pounds, and 
for Charles duke of Queenſbury and Dover 
three thouſand pounds, and for lord George 


Douglas two thouſand pounds, and for 
D 2 Mr. 


6 
Mr. Charles Boyle, my ſon, one thouſand 
pounds. William Niſbet of Dirleton's ſub- 
ſcription for himſelf two thouſand pounds, 
and for fir John Home of Blackader, two 
thouſand pounds, and for Walter Niſbet, | ü 
eſq. his ſecond ſon, one thouſand pounds, | 
George Drummond, afterwards lord provoſt 
of Edinburgh, for himſelf two thouſand 
pounds, and for 36 others, making in all 2 
60,6001. ; Robert Wightman, for himſelf ; 
20001. and for 47 others, making in all ö 
- 56,4001; James Nimmo, for himſelf 2000 l. 
and for 21 others, making in all 28,7001.; 
John Hogg, for himſelf 2000 l. and for 108 
others, making in all 67,300 1.—Robert 
Robertſon, junior, merchant in Perth, for 
himſelf 20001. and for 81 others, making 
in all 40, 400 l.; Mr. Alexander Garden, 
for himſelf 20001. and for 20 others, mak- 
ing in all 24,9001. ; Alexander Arbuthnot, 


for himſelf 2000, and for 22 others, making 
3 
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in all 25,5001.; Mr. William Hall, for 
himſelf 20001. and for 25 others, making 
in all 43, 200 1.—Amongſt thoſe abroad, I 
ſee John Law, eſq. director of the Royal 


” WY Bank of France, ſubſcribed 3000 1. and 

William Gordon, merchant in Paris, 2000 l. 

mall finiſh this liſt with Mr. Dempſter of | 
. Dundee, grandfather to the preſent worthy | 
d member of that name, whoſe ſubſcription | 
: was 1500 l. The ſubſcription was cloſed | 
f in ſix days, and from the reſpectable names | 


and large amount, it ſtands unequalled in 
the hiſtory of this country. It was upon 
their wiſdom and experience that I firſt 
went: I know the cauſe of their diſſolution, 
and alſo how it can be carried on now with 
certainty. When this is made known, I truſt 
that our nobility, gentry, &c. will ſee it 
their advantage to imitate their predeceſſors 
in promoting the fiſheries, &c. of this 


nation. 
D 3 III. To 
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III, To put an end to ſmuggling, 


The principle upon which this is founded 
cannot be particularly mentioned at preſent; 
I ſhall only ſay, that the fair trader will have 
ſome advantages and privileges over the 
ſmuggler, which he does not at preſent 
enjoy. | 


IV. To prevent houſe-breaking and all 


other acts of violence and depredation, 


It muſt be evident to all, that printing a 
full and particular account how this is to be | 
done, would not only be improper, but in a 
great meaſure defeat the intention of my | 
deſign ; though a great part of this muſt be 
kept from the public eye, yet no part of | 


it will be withheld from thoſe who ought 


to know it. Therefore all I can now men- | 
tion is, that if the firſt propoſal is properly | 
conducted, 


19 
conducted, by providing work for all idle 
and diſorderly people, there will be none 
left to break houſes, &c. and ſhould ſuch a 
thing happen, they will be immediately de- 
tected. 


V. To ſupply the navy on any emer- 
gency with many thouſands of able ſeamen 
without preſſing. 


It is my intention, though not mentioned 
in the propoſal, to ſupply the army as well 
as the navy with volunteers. This I propoſe 
to do by providing better for them and 
their families in time of peace, and particu- 
larly for their wives and children in time of 
war, more eſpecially for the widows and 
children of ſuch as are killed in battle, or 
loſt at ſea: when this part of the plan is 
perfetly known, I can have no doubt but 
that ſuch numbers of volunteers will offer 

D 4 themſelves 
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themſelves as to render preſſing unne. 


ceſſary. 


VI. To prevent the emigration of many. 
facturers and others, by making it their 
intereſt to remain in this country. 


As nothing works more effectually on 
the mind of man than his own intereſt, 
I am certain my plan will ſhow to our manu- 
facturers and others, that they will have 
ſuch encouragement at home as they no 
where elſe can get; beſides they will be 
enabled to live more comfortably than in 


any other country, 


VII. By thefe and other popular means 
to increaſe the revenue, proſperity, and hap- 
pineſs of the nation, without laying any 
additional tax on the people, making the 
penal laws more ſevere, or putting govern» 


ment to any expence. 
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I humbly think the revenue may be in- 
creaſed in various ways without the further 
extenſion of the Exciſe Laws. It is evident 
that by our people ſtaying at home, and 
being fully employed, our manufactures and 
commerce will be much increaſed, and with 
our increaſing trade the public revenue will 
be more productive without any new tax; 
the public put in poſſeſſion of a large and 
growing revenue ariſing from the parallel 
roads, public canals, and the ſupplying the 
towns, villages, and fields with water, with- 


out expence, 


Nothing appears to me more worthy of 
attention than the ſtate of our priſons, thoſe 
great nurſeries of vice and wickedneſs ; and 
I truſt, with God's bleſſing, I ſhall be able 
to point out how they may be rendered al- 


moſt unneeeſſary in time. This will be 


clearly ſeen when my plan is completely 
printed. 
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: printed. What an advantage it will be to 
the country in general, by the preventing of 
houſe-breaking, robberies, &c.! The houſe. 
keeper will be free from the trouble of 
criminal juries, the judges ſaved the diſ- 
agreeable part of their office, in trying and 
paſſing ſentence on criminals, and his Ma- 
jeſty that painful part of his function of 
ſigning dead-warrants ; beſides, a great ex- 
pence will be ſaved to the country. 


The impriſonment for debt may be eafily 
prevented, with great advantage to the cre- 
ditor, the debtor, and the nation, by erecting 
towns and villages in proper places for fiſhing, 
and alſo on ſome of our commons and 
waſte lands, where they will be under proper 
regulations, and put in a way of maintaining 
themſelves and families, paying their credi- 
tors, and ſerving their country. I would 


alſo humbly propoſe that all ſuch as are now 
abroad 


64) 
abroad ſhould be permitted to come home, 2 
and ſettled in the ſame way : by this means 


we ſhould have more inhabitants, our 
fiſheries and agriculture promoted, many 
families, now a burthen to the ſtate, made 
uſeful and paying taxes ; beſides, by thus 
preventing our tradeſmen from going abroad, 
the ſecrets of their reſpective employments 
would remain at home, and the money now 
ſpent in a foreign ſtate circulating amongſt 
ourſelves, 


The great objections to this, as well ag 
the other parts of my propoſals, are, firſt, 
that it would be impoſſible to find money; 
and the ſecond, that I propoſe to alter the 


laws of the country, 


As to the firſt objection, I am ready to 
ſhow how the money is to be got, and alſo 


fully to explain the whole buſineſs agreeable 
to 


_ — — — — — — — 
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to my propoſals, when I get the ſecurity 
therein propoſed : a fairer and more ad- 
vantageous offer cannot be made, and as it 
coſts nothing, ſure it can do no harm to 
know it, 


As to the ſecond objection, I by no means 
intend to ſay that any part of my plan 
ſhould be gone into without due conſidera- 
tion. Parliament are the proper judges 
what is beſt to be done. I ſuppoſe there 
are none ſo wedded to the laws of the 
country, but would be for amending them 
where neceſſary. But I humbly think an 
act might be ſo framed, in caſe my plan is 
approved of, as to impower me to carry on 
this buſineſs, by ſuſpending, for a limited 
time, ſo much of any general or local law 


as may be thought neceſſary, in order that 


it may have a fair trial. I believe objections 


are ſeldom or ever made to the temporary 
ſuſpenſion 
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ſuſpenſion or alteration of any law that is 
for the general good. I have been told that 
the conductors of the mails have a power, 


in caſe of need, to take horſes wherever 


they can find them, except out of a plough. 


When acts of parliament were firſt paſſ- 
ed for the making of turnpike roads, they 
had a power to make all coaches pay a cer- 
tain ſum ; but when the mail was carried in 
a coach, and an act paſſed to exempt them 
from turnpikes, I do not recollect that it 
met with any oppoſition, though there is 
no doubt but they damage 'the roads much, 
when it is conſidered that in place of a ſingle 
horſe paſſing with the mail three times in a 
week, there is now a coach and four horſes 
going ſix times a week, 


* 


It is not neceſſary, in order to eſtabliſh the 


fiſhing, prevent ſmuggling, increaſe the 
revenue, 


| 
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revenue, and anſwer ſeveral of the purpoſes 
of my plan, to employ convicts, vagrants, 
&c. as ſome of thoſe advantages would more 
eaſily be obtained without their aid than 
with it. But I cannot provide for them, 
and prevent thoſe evils I hope to remedy ſo 
effectually and with ſo little expence as by 
including them in this general plan; for 
unleſs I provide work, or maintain all that 
are in want, it would not be anſwering the 
intention of this plan. I therefore propoſe 
to have houſes of refuge eſtabliſhed in pro- 
per places for the reception of all who chooſe 
to come, and ſuch as preferred an idle and 
diſorderly life would be taken up, and pre- 
vented from following their bad courſes ; 
all who choſe to come would be kindly 


received, and treated with tenderneſs. Here 


the unfortunate women, who have been de- 


ceived, and abandoned by their ſeducers, 


will find an aſylum, ſo that the plea of 
6 want 
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9 
want of bread will no longer be an argument 
to continue their wicked courſe of life. From 


every obſervation I have been able to make, 


the fair ſex, in point of ability, are in no 
reſpe& inferior to men, of which we have 
many proofs. I humbly think, if this plan 
is adopted, the inhuman practice of child- 
murder will be prevented, and that none of 
our own ſpecies will ever periſh in the ſtreets 
or other places for want, of which I could 


give many recent inſtances. 


The way I propoſe it ſhould be conducted 
is to have one office in London, and another 
in Edinburgh, where there will always be 
proper people to adviſe with, and to aſſiſt 
me in the buſineſs, and to extend the plan 
to all places where they wiſh to have it, 
upon application to either of thoſe offices, 


It is not intended to introduce any part of 


this plan but at the requeſt of the people of 
the 


| (48) 

| the cities, towns, &c. who deſire it; and 
in caſe of the miſconduct or neglect of the 
agent or agents to whom any part of this 
buſineſs is entruſted, they will be. imme- 
diately' ſuperſeded, as every new thing 
requires great attention at the firſt, and 
eſpecially to manage the convicts, &c. with. 


out uſing ſeverity. 1 


There is one deſcription of gentlemen, 
many of whom I think would make good 
.agents for ſome parts of this buſineſs; Imean 
the half-pay officers : what they might re- 
ceive from this buſineſs would make an 
agreeable addition to their preſent income, 
and prevent ſome of them from living 

abroad, or going into foreign ſervice; it 
being a leading principle in my plan to keep 
as many people at home as poſſible, by this 
means to promote our agriculture, fiſheries, 


manufactures, and commerce. The beſt 
way 


* 
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way to accompliſh this is to make home 
comfortable to all; by encouraging the good 
and virtuous, and reclaiming thoſe who are 
otherwiſe, always taking care in the exten- 
ſion of one branch of buſineſs not to do it 
to the prejudice of another, 


All who are entruſted with money to find 
undeniable ſecurity, ſo that neither the 
public or myſelf may ſuffer any loſs. 


Some of the advantages to ariſe from this 
plan. 


When the canals and parallel roads have 
been carried on with attention for forty 
years, there will by that time be at leaſt 
four hundred thouſand fewer horſes needed, 
which, at fifteen pounds a year each, makes 
ſix millions, and that what would maintain 
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400,000 horſes would be ſufficient for one 
million of black cattle ; and valuing the pro- 
duce of their milk, fleſh, and ſkin, only at 
ſix pounds each, will make other ſix millions; 
ſo that the annual ſaving to the nation on 


theſe two articles only would be twelve 
millions, beſides making proviſions plenty. 
The national taxes would increaſe with our 


wealth, the people would live more comfort- 


ably, having plenty of coal for fire, the 
timber would be allowed to grow for better 
purpoſes than fire-wood, which in the pre- 
ſent way it is carried on is ſo hurtful to 
both landlord and tenant: frequently a horſe- 
load of fire-wood is brought five or fix miles 
through a hilly country and bad roads, and 
ſold for about eighteen pence. In other 
places the farmer, inſtead of improving the 
ground, is employed in cutting and drying 
turf for his own uſe or for fale; but when 

L 3 - - ms ſupplied 
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ſupplied with coals he will have a comfort» 


able fire, and the time formerly ſpent in 
cutting and drying turf will be employed 
in cultivating the lands which his predeceſ- 
ſors and he have formerly impoveriſhed g 
beſides, the women who now lurk about the 
hedges in idleneſs or in gathering of ſticks 


will be brought up in honeſt induſtry, 


Amongſt the many reaſons which will 
make this plan popular, I ſhall beg leave to 


mention the following : 


That none will be compelled to go into 


it unleſs they chooſe, like the mail-coaches, 
as other coaches ſtill continue to run. If 
the people do not prefer the parallel roads, 
&c. they will ſtill have the preſent ones. 


By the propoſed improvements on the 
roads many horſes will be ſaved, and thoſe 
E 2 employed 
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employed will laſt longer, as they will not 
be hurt by ſteep hills, nor will it be neceſ- 
fary to drive them ſo faſt as at preſent, parti- 
cularly the mail-coaches ; at the ſame time, 
the merchants, &c. in London and Edinburgh 
will have four hours more time to anſwer 
their letters, and a proportionable time at 


all other places. 


1 & 


Thoſe who walk will have good and 
pleaſant foot roads, with ſhort ſtages. - 


The army and navy will be ſupplied with 
men without preſſing, and thoſe men in 


time of peace provided with work, 


But there 1s one thing in which it excels 
all other public ſchemes; that not only the 
trial may be made, but the buſineſs carried 
on without government money, or laying 


any new tax on the people. | 
| The 
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The following things are neceflary in 
order to this plan being carried into effect: 


iſt, To give me a ſecurity ſomething like 
a patent-right, or like the right given to 
authors, as by it I have entered this work 
in Stationers Hall, and have the property 
ſecured to me, my heirs or aſſigns, for 
14 years, and eventually for 14 years more. 
I wiſh therefore that my right to all that is 
new in my plan may be as effectually 
ſecured. 


2d: That I may have power to conduct 
this buſineſs, by means of ſuch aſſiſtants, 
agents, or others, as I may from time to 
time find neceſſary; alſo to make regulations 
and bye-laws, and to alter and amend them 
from time to time, as may be thought beſt, 
the ſame as is commonly done by ſocieties 


or companies. 


By 
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( 54 ) 
Buy the multiplicity of machines, particu- 


larly in the ſpinning, many women are 


thrown idle, and by the high price of pro- 
viſions it is difficult for people of ſmall for- 
tunes to live, I therefore mean to propoſe 
a method to provide work for the one, and 
relief for the other ; as it is hard upon thoſe 
who have been in a better way of life, and 
reduced by misfortunes, to be placed in the 
pariſh work-houſe with the meaneſt of the 
people. But this, with many other advan- 


tages, will be particularly mentioned when 


the plan is printed. 


The probable advantages that would have 
accrued to the nation had this plan been 


adopted a year ago. 


Many thouſands of able men would have 
been got without preſſing, beſides anſwer- 
ing 
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ing the other benevolent purpoſes of the 
plan. 


The robberies, &c. would have been pre- 
vented, and many who have been ſent to 
Botany Bay might have become uſeful 
members. of ſociety at home, and our ſtreets 
would have been cleared of idle and dif- 
orderly people. 


THE CONCLUSION. 


THIS ſhort and mutilated account of my 
propoſals and plan is all that I think can be 
with ſafety communicated till my requeſt 1s 
complied. with, when the whole will be 
printed. A plan of ſuch magnitude and 
public utility has never been exhibited be- 
fore, every part of which is ſo connected 

7 and 


( 54 ) 
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larly in the ſpinning, many women are 
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ing the other benevolent purpoſes of the 
plan. 


The robberies, &c. would have been pre- 
vented, and many who have been ſent to 
Botany Bay might have become uſeful 
members of ſociety at home, and our ſtreets 
would have been cleared of idle and diſ- 


orderly people. 


THE CONCLUSION. 


THIS ſhort and mutilated account of my 
propoſals and plan is all that I think can be 
with ſafety communicated till my requeſt is 
complied. with, when the whole will be 
printed. A plan of ſuch magnitude and 
public utility has never been exhibited be- 
fore, every part of which is ſo connected 
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and interwoven with the others, that it 
will require much explication, and when 
elucidated, every part will appear to be dif. 
tinct from each other; at the ſame time it 
will be evident that, though one or more of 
thoſe parts may be left out, yet the reſt can 
ſtill be carried on, but not with ſo much ad- 
vantage as the whole being united together, 
For example, a farmer confined to cultivate 
only one ſort of grain, would not find it fo 
profitable and convenient as that of ſowing 


ſuch kinds and quantities as beſt ſuits the 


ground and the appearance of the ſeaſon, 


I truſt none who have attentively conſi- 
dered my propoſals, will think that I ought 
to have diſcloſed any of the ſecrets or myſte- 
ries of them, as it would be unjuſt to expect 
more from me than is done in the caſe of a 


petition to his Majeſty for a patent, where a 
previous 
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previous knowledge of the principles of the 
invention is not required before the patent 
has paſſed the Great Seal. I therefore hope 
that my propoſals will be conſidered, as in 
fact they are, a petition for a kind of patent- 
right to do a great and public good; and I 
have choſen this as the beſt time to lay 
them before the public, that all who approve 
of my ſcheme might recommend it to their 
* conſtituents to bring this important buſineſs 
before parliament at their firſt meeting; and 
if my plan is then adopted, I can and do 
promiſe, by God's bleſſing, to give ſuch an 
effectual check to houſe-breaking, robberies, 
and other acts of depredation, the enſuing 
winter, as in another year ſuch things will 


be rarely heard of, 


If any cities, towns, or others, wiſh to 
adopt any part of my propoſals, I ſhall be 
ready to treat with them, provided it does 


not interfere with the general plan, 
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Such as s pleaſe to honour me wirh al 


; communications on this bilineſs, are re- * 

3 quelted to ſend them, poſt-paid, to the care 

| of my bookſeller; Mr. Murray, No. 34 
Fleet Street, London. 
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